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Pupil premium strategy statement 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2021 to 2022 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 
disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 
school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name Valley School 

Number of pupils in school  59 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 32% 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers (3-year plans are recommended) 

2021/22 to 2024/25 

Date this statement was published December 2021 

Date on which it will be reviewed July 2022 

Statement authorised by Debbie Thompson 

Co-Headteacher 

Pupil premium lead Helen McLoughlin 

Co-Headteacher 

Governor / Trustee lead Ian Chambers 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £ 26,958.53 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £    3,000 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£    5,436 

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 
funding, state the amount available to your school this 
academic year 

£   35,394.53 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

Valley School is a special school for pupils aged 2-11 with a range of complex needs 

and learning difficulties.  Many of the children have a diagnosis of autism and/or 

complex medical conditions. It is these disabilities which are the primary barrier to 

progress and achievement.  We are committed to supporting all our pupils to overcome 

these barriers, including those who in receipt of Pupil Premium and vulnerable children 

including those with social workers.  

Our Pupil premium strategy ensures pupils in receipt of Pupil premium as well as 

vulnerable pupils are not at a double disadvantage.  We believe that great teaching 

and careful planning can make a huge impact on the outcomes of disadvantaged 

children. We aim to use the Pupil premium to improve teaching as this benefits all 

pupils and has a particular positive effect on children eligible for the Pupil premium. 

Our approach will be responsive to individual needs and our activities will complement 

each other to support all our pupils to excel.  

To ensure that they are effective, we will: 

• ensure all pupils are challenged in all our teaching and learning 

• act early to intervene 

• adopt a whole school approach in which all staff take responsible for 

disadvantaged pupils’ outcomes and have high aspirations for all pupils at 

Valley 

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 The pandemic has limited the communication and interaction opportunities for 
our learners. 

2 The pandemic has limited the physical and sensory learning opportunities for 
our learners. National research around children with PMLD, parental feedback, 
our as well as multi-disciplinary team have observed this. 

3 The pandemic has impacted on the flexibility of thought of some children with 
autism and their ability to work as part of a small group. 
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4 The pandemic has reduced the possibilities for taking part in enriching 
activities as well as education in the local community. This has limited some 
learning as well as reducing opportunities for generalising learning. 
Assessments and parental feedback are showing that this is having a negative 
impact on development. 

5 Ensuring all colleagues (particularly new colleagues, part-time staff, midday 
assistants and bank of regular supply) access specialist training in order to 
maintain and develop skills, knowledge and understanding. 

Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

Communication and interaction skills 
developed through music therapy. 

Assessments show development in 
personalised outcomes in music therapy. 

Progress in personalised physical 
development learning including in warm water 
swimming, yoga, swimming, rebound therapy 
and cycling.  

Assessments show improved physical 
development outcomes from personalised 
baselines. 

Development of communication and 
interaction skills following the purchase of a 
specialist resource as identified by SaLT.    

The resource improves personalised 
outcomes.  

Development of physical and sensory skills 
following the purchase of a specialist 
resource as identified by the OT.  

The resource improves personalised 
outcomes. 

Reduction in challenging behaviours and 
increase in access to personalised and small 
group learning. 

Assessments show improved outcomes for 
a small group of learners (reduction in 
challenging behaviour, increase in focus on 
personalised and small group learning 
and/or increase in IEP achievement.) 

Enrichment opportunities and learning in the 
local community lead to improved 
personalised outcomes. 

Assessments show improved personalised 
outcomes. 

A more highly trained workforce (particularly 
new colleagues, part-time staff, midday 
assistants and bank of regular supply)  

More staff trained in more specialist areas.  
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £ 11,000 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Music therapy  This is an established Pupil premium 
strategy. It is engaging and develops 
communication and interaction skills. 
Pupil premium children have similar 
rates of progress to none Pp pupils.   

1,3,4 

Specialist resources Pupil outcomes from previous spends. 1 

Training Specialist training increases 
understanding and impact on pupil 
outcomes. 
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Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 

structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £ 19,000 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Purchase of additional, 
familiar staff to 
deliver/support specific 
sessions including 
Rebound Therapy, 
warm water swimming, 
swimming at the local 
pool, local walks, 
cycling, yoga, local 
visits and Forest 
school.   

The children need very high staffing 
ratios to access such learning. 
Increased staffing allows more children 
to access such learning and for more 
time.  

1,2,4 

Purchase of additional 
hours from a familiar 
member of staff to 
support some pupil in 
one class. 

Additional targeted support increases 
pupil outcomes. 

1,2,3,4 
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Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 

wellbeing 

Budgeted cost: £ 5,394.43 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Teacher planned and 
delivered enrichment 
activities including 
farm visit, bespoke 
Christmas activities 
(including reindeer 
visit) and an 
Enrichment Week. 

Children can access diverse activities 
within the familiarity and of the school 
environment.  

Teacher planned enrichment increases 
pupil outcomes.  

1,3,4 

Increased off site 
educational visits. 

New and engaging activities promote 
learning. 

1,2,3,4 

 

Total budgeted cost: £ 35,394.43 
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 
year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

This details the impact that our pupil premium activity had on pupils in the 2020 to 2021 

academic year.  

During 2020-21 the main issues faced have been linked to the pandemic. 

Disadvantaged children have been harder hit and the North West of England had far 

greater restrictions than other areas of the country which had a further impact.  

Live music therapy was offered to most Pp children and virtual sessions were provided 

for clinically extremely vulnerable pupils who were not allowed to attend school.  Both 

live and virtual sessions engaged learners and provided an environment for the 

development of communication and interaction skills.  

Additional SaLT and OT meant that pupils had increased 1:1 time, more personalised 

resources were provided, more training was delivered to more staff and more parents 

were supported at home.  

Some additional child specific resources were purchased that increased individual 

outcomes. 

Increased on and off-site opportunities enriched and engaged children and allowed 

new different contexts to generalise and extend learning.  

Achievement of Pp group (currently 29% of pupils) in terms of IEP as well as annual 

review targets was slightly above the whole school average.  

Externally provided programmes 

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you purchased in the 

previous academic year. This will help the Department for Education identify which ones 

are popular in England 

Programme Provider 

Music Therapy Nordoff Robbins 

Together Trust SaLT and OT 

 


